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“When I just came to America ! used to cry in front of my classmates. [ used to just put
my head down and ery,” admits Belize Munezero, 14. Belize is a refugee from Burundi, central
Africa. After having escaped the civil war there, she reseitled in Atlanta. She is now a new student
at Lithonia High School. Belize fits the definition of “refugee™ used by the US Committee for
Refugces. She fled to a different country because of a fear of discrimination based on race, religion,
nationality, social group, political opinion and armed conflict.

At the beginning of 2003, there were an estimated 10.3 million refugees worldwide according fo
the UNHCR (Uuited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees). That means that there is a new
refugee every 21 seconds, says Amnesty International, and the number is sharply rising. They come
from different parts of the world, including Somalia, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Irag and Sudan.
Many of these refugees are teenagers who attend schools such as Clurkston High School, where at
least 52 countries are represented. Teen refugees must learn to adjust in the American schools
while coping with the fresh memories of life in the refugee camp.

“T saw a lot of tents, misery and crying. 1t was muddy and very sad,” says Shpresa Aliu, a 13-
year-old Albanian refugee who is now a seventh-grade student. “Therc were like 300 people there,
and more people were coming, There was only one store of food.” Shpresa lived in this refugee
camp for five months.

“I remember everything. 1 remember poor people with nothing and they didn’t have any work.
Tt was really hard because people were dying without food, and people were going back to their
country in spite of the horrors there,” says Fouad Saleh. He left his native country, Iraq, when he
was five and lived in a refugee camp in Syria for nine years before joining Clarkston High School in
the United States.

“There is a feeling of hopelessness,” explains Bryan Hudson, 16.” We constantly have to deal
with a situation where we have no choices.” All teen refugees interviewed say no one leaves ¥
refugee camp with the same attitudes they had come in with.

In refugee camps, the complete desperation provokes people to use creativity, stretching their
imagination to bring relief to the gloomy atmosphere. “] remember some kids just playing, We
tried to make things fun,” recalls Shpresa. Belize has similar memories. “Every Saturday we would
play drums. We hated whal was going on in the country so we would try to make it happy.”

1. COMPREHENSION (15 POINTS)
BASE ALL YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT
A. ARE THESE SENTENCES TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY (3pts)

1. Belize felt happy when she first arrived in America.
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2. Nowadays there are more refugees in the world than in 2003,

3. Shpresa and Fouad Saleh spent the same period of time in refugee camps.

---------------- L Y Y R R L L T T T T T T I T T T T

B. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS (3 pts)
1. How old was Fonad Saleh when he left his conntry?
2. How do some refagess cope with the difficult situation in the camps?
3. Why do you think Belize used to cry in front of her classmates?

C. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES (4pts)
L. The refugees’ conditions of life in the Syrian refugee camp were so hard that ..................

2. Clarkston High School is one of the American schools which many ........ccceeeeiveervrinnnn,
D. FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS OR PHRASES THAT MEAN TIHE SAME AS: (3 pts)

1. all over the world (parag 2)i...cccovevervnnnenen

2. continuously (parag 5): ...oeeveeernennnn,

J. the same { parag 6): .........ccevvvenrnerens
K. WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO? (2pts)

Lothere: coovvviineaienrccnecmiiee e eee e,
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II. LANGUAGE (10 FOINTS)

A. TILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE APPROPRIATE PREPOSITIONS (2 pts)
1. Belize’s teachers are very pleased ............. her school results because she is good ...........
all subjects.
2. The commission was not impressed ............ Karim’s performance. They think he is not
qualified .............. the job.
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B. FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE LISTS (3 pts)

1. Many European countries import raw ................. vressinnnenees from Africa,
a. goods b- materials C- services d- eustoms
2. Scientists have been warning against the hazardous wemersssssininnnaen.. Of pollution for many
years.
4. targets b- effects c-nerves  d- needs
3. As our street is in the town centre, it is usually ........................ especially at the rush hours.
a, lighted b- congested ¢- enriched d- oppressed

C. GIVE THE CORRECT FORM OF THE WORDS BETWEEN BRACKETS ( 3 pts)
1. The two parties failed to reach an agreement because of their wide (ideology) ..........oveoeeee.
differences,
2. The trip was cxciting. However, the QOB oviisvnianesivesob the journey exhausied us
all.
3. Girls in the countryside couldn’t have benefited from education without the government’s
(assiet) oo niiaii

D. REWRITE THE SENTENCES BEGINNING WITH TIIE WORDS GIVEN (2 pts)
I. Najib didn’t stay in the refugee camp because he didn’t have a job there.

I.r l-p-!i+-l--lll--lll-l-ill-!lll---l---l--lll ll||+i.-----ll-lll+iIl-!ll--r-----lll-ql-+-||+-|lil+---l---l-'-ll-l-'!ili'f!'+l
2. Houda didn’t apologize to her father. That was a mistake, I think.

Ilouda should ...............

HI. WRITING ( 15 POINTS)

Write an essay about the importance of music in Your life. Give examples of your favourite music
style(s), your favourite singer(s) or group(s) ...

( approximately 200 words)
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