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A. TEXT ANALYSIS (10 marks)
Read the article on page 2 and do the following tasks.
1. Answer the following questions. (5 marks)

I. What stands in the way of getting all the world’s children into primary schools?

2. What does Kevin Watkins mean by “policies that we know can work"” (line 23)?

3. According to Kevin Watkins, has the total aid by Western nations increased or decreased?
Justify your answer.

4, Why does the author use figures in the article?

5, Is the author optimistic or pessimistic about the future of education in developing

countries? Justify your answer.

IL. Choose the correct meaning according to the article. (3 marks)

1. “rippling through” (line 5} means
a. going through.
b, spreading through.
c. breaking through.
d. leoking through.

2. *one-off chance” (line 14) means
a. the first chance.
b. no chance at all.
¢, the second chance.
d. the only chance.

3. “cash incentives” (line 25) means
a. financial encouragements.
b. payments in cash.
c. financial needs.
d. money refunds.

I11. Which phrase best expresses the author’s purpose? (2 marks)

a. To describe the financial crisis in both developed and developing countries.
b. To recommend that all Western countries raise funds for education.

¢. To account for the low status of education in developing countries in the new millennium.
d. To argue for more funding for education in developing countrics despite the financial crisis.
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THE FINANCIAL CRISIS AND EDUCATION
by Jan Huisian
The fundamental goal is to get all the world’s children into primary cducation by 2013,
says Kevin Watkins, Director of the 2010 Education for ANl Global Monituring Feport relcased
on Tuesday. Real progress was made during the first decade of the 2000s and this was the only
Millennium goal with even a chance of beng realised. But the aftershocks of the West's linansial
crisis rippling through developing nations are now threatening that progiess.

S

Some 71 million children around the world are not in school today. acconding to the
reporl. In an increasingly knowledge-based economy. this presents a significant handicap for
future job opportunities. And as governments in sub-Saharan Africa, for example, come L0 lerns
with declining revenues because of the economic downtum, Mr. Watkins says spending per

i primary school pupil could fall by 10 percent. “Mow when you bear in mind you're alkmg about
a context in which many kids are sitting in classrooms with no buoks, no blackbeard, no peneils,
no chairs, no lables: that has really serious consequences. And the puint (hat we make in the
report is that these kids did not creale that crisis, and they shouldn’t lave to pay lor it with their
one-off chance for an education.”

15 Mr. Watkins points to the progress made in a country such as Tanzania which has sent an
extra three million children to school since 2001. Bangladesh eliminated gender disparily i
education, he says, while India brought down the number of children nut in school by 15 million
in just two years carlier this decade. These successes all demonstrate that s not a lack of
effective policy Timiting the advancement of education but a lack of finances, “What the

20 povernment of India has shown is that if you seale up investments in the arcas wlicre it's mosl
needed — you build the schools, you tram the teachers, you cquip the schools — you can actually
achieve breakthroughs pretty quickly. None of this is rocket science, but unforunately i's a
systematic neglect of policies that we know can work., that has left us where we are today.”

“Extraordinary progress” was also made in recent years in Latin America, Mr. Walkms

25 said, citing Mexico, Brazil and Bolivia as examples where cash incentives have led many pour

families 1o keep their children in school. But Latin America is a paradox, he added. as education

levels also reflect an enormous regional and social inequality. “IT you look at a country like

Mexico, there's a very big gap between the best-performing parts of the country the North and

in Mexico City — where on average young kids can expecl around 8 or 9 years in cducation - and

30 the southern poverty belt states like Uaxaca and Chiapas, where over 40 pereent of indigenous

girls from the poorest rural houscholds are getting less than 4 years in school * Latin Anerican

nations must specifically target impoverished areas far more quickly than is happening loduy, Mr.
Watkins said.

While some Western nations have' increased aid commitments despite the downlum,

35 others are culting back on donations. But even if overall aid rose, it stll wouldn't cover the

effects of the downturn for poor governments, Mr, Watkins says. wWe're calling on rich countrics

and international financial institutions to increase the scale of concessional aid linancing, in order

that governments in sul-Saharan Africa don’t have to make choices between (inansial stability on

the one side, and the education of childrem on the other.” The UN cstimates losses for sub-

40 Saharan Africa will exceed 40 billion dollars in the coming fiscal year. And at current rates, 30

million children will still be out of gehool in five years from now, a seenariv Mr. Watkins calls “a
full-scale human development crisis.”
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