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Technology deals with human usage and knowledge of tools
and crafts, and how it affects a species’ ability to control and
adapt to its natural environment. The word technology comes
from the Greek technologia — “téchné” craft and “logia” the study
of something, or the branch of knowledge of a discipline. A pre-

cise definition is elusive and vague; technology can refer to ma-

terial objects of use to humanity, such as machines, but can also comprise different themes, iﬁc'lu‘ding
systems, methods of organisation, and techniques. The term can either be applied generally or to

"«

specific areas: examples include “construction technology,” “medical technol-

ogy”, or “state-of-the-art technology”.

The human species’ use of technology began with the conversion of natural

resources into simple tools. The prehistoric discovery of the ability to control

fire increased the available sources of food, and the invention of the wheel
helped humans travel in and control their environment. Recent technological
developments, including the printing press, the telephone, and the Internet, have reduced physical
barriers to communication and allowed humans to interact freely on a global scale. However, not all
devices have been used for peaceful purposes; the development of
weapons of ever-increasing destructive power has progressed throughout

history, from clubs to nuclear weapons.

Technological inventions have affected society and its surroundings in a

number of ways. In many societies, they have helped develop more ad-

club

vanced economies (including today’s global economy) and have allowed

the rise of a prosperous class. Many technological processes produce unwanted by-products, such as
pollution and the exhaustion or diminution of natural resources, to the disadvantage of the Earth and
the environment. Advances in technology often raise new and controversial moral questions because
the use of these appliances affects and changes the values of society. For instance, people value

more material success than the spiritual one.

Debates have arisen over whether technology improves the human condition or worsens it. Some
movements criticise the role of technology in the modern world, arguing that it harms the environment
and isolates people; others view continued technological progress as beneficial to society and the

human condition.
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COMPREHENSION (15 POINTS) {BASE ALL YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT}

What is the writer’s attitude? Tick the correct answer and JUSTIFY it. (2 pt)

The writer is in favour of technology. O 3 The writer is neutral. O

The writer is against technology. O

Are these sentences TRUE or FALSE? JUSTIFY. (3 pts)

We can give an exact definition of the term “technology”.

Answer these questions. (3 pts)

Which invention has allowed human beings to move more easily?

Fill in each blank with aword or an expression from the text. (2 pts)

Thanks to the printing press, the telephone and the Internet, people .......cocoviiiiiii i

Find in the text words or expressions which mean the same as the following. (3 pts)

include (para 1)  ..oooooiiiiiii e 2 wealthy (para 3)  ..ooooeiiiiiiee

useful (para4) .o

What do the underlined words in the text refer to? (2 pts)

Theterm oo e 2 OthEIS
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I LANGUAGE (15 POINTS)

A Fill in each gap with an appropriate word from the list. (4 pts)

1 Gender .......ooovviiiiiiiiiiien, will disappear in our country only when all girls are educated.
equality measures discrimination
2 Why don't you .......cccoeeiiiiinin, this job? You’ve got the right qualifications.
calm down apply for turn down
3 Thepills ..o, him, if only he’d taken them regularly.
needn’t have helped might have helped must have helped
4 | can still vividly remember my grandfather ............................. me to play cards.
teach to teach teaching

B Put the verbs between brackets in the correct tense. (2 pts)

Yesterday morning | missed the beginning of a very important lecture because when | (arrive) ....................

............. at university, the professor (already / begin) ..........cocooviiiiiinnn.
C Rewrite these sentences beginning with the words given. (4 pts)

1 “I will buy you a new cell phone if you pass the exam,” the father said.

BN =30 2= L0 1= o (0] 15T o

2 | can’t send her an e-mail because there is no Internet connection.
| RN L e
3 Children under the age of 5 shouldn’t take this medicine.

LI L ES3N 010 ] TN

4 They will receive the application on the 215t of May.

D Join the pairs of sentences with the linking words given. (2 pts)

1 The weather is bad. We will go on a walk this afternoon.
T 1 (= X o
2 Maria is saving some money. She wants to buy a new washing machine.
........................................................... SOthat ..o

E Match each sentence with its appropriate function. (3 pts)

Sentence Function
) a Making a complaint
1 I’m not sure | got your point. ) _
b Making a suggestion
2 It's crystal clear that Morocco has developed recently. ) ]
] ] o Expressing certainty
I’'m sorry to say this, but this camera doesn’t work. ) )
d Expressing lack of understanding
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1 WRITING (10 POINTS)

“Save the Earth” is an international organization working for the protection of the environment. You
want to be a member of this organization. Write a letter to the President of the organization providing infor-
mation about yourself, giving the reason why you want to join the organization and its benefits.

(Approximately 200 words)
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